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discoveries; the economic principle of Free Trade, the
principle which Implies that English trade gains instead
of loses by the development of trade in other countries, and
the political principle that the value of the colonies to the
mother country depends absolutely on their enjoyment of
internal freedom. The one principle was in its cradle, and
no one would have struggled harder to stifle it than
Chatham, who disliked Burke's Free Trade ideas and
wished for a minute control of American trade; and the
other the nation learnt after a bitter lesson when It had
buried the British flag In thirteen colonies.
Fox had less of a past than most men in this momentous
quarrel; for though he held a subordinate office In North's
Government at the beginning of 1774, he had never spoken
in favour of any measure of coercion. That year was the
year of his father's death, his own expulsion from office,
and his emancipation from the worst of the influences that
surrounded him In politics and pleasure. It did not take
long to show that the welcome the Rockinghams gave him,
and the friendship with which Burke honoured him were
not squandered on a mere political adventurer. With his
opposition to the American War Fox began a reformed
career, a career of devotion to great causes that has not
yet been surpassed in our history. The part Burke
played In turning the eye of that impetuous soul to the
strong and steady light of a great public ideal was acknow-
ledged without stint or reservation In that immortal scene,
nearly twenty years later, which closed, amidst the first
thunderclaps of the Revolution one of the most honourable
of all the friendships of politics. The pupil of the Rocking-
hams, Fox soon became the informal leader of the Opposition,
and during the next seven years he bore the brunt of the
attack. He refused to join In the secession of 1776, and
the fear he Inspired is revealed in the well - known letter
In which George in. urged North to take advantage of
Fox's visit to Paris to hurry on Parliamentary business.
His speeches during those years were thought by many